
A Witness of Faith, Hope & Courage  at Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
(Dade City) during the COVID-19 Crisis by Mary Andrysiak 

 
My name is Mary Andrysiak, and my mother, Marge and I have been parishioners here for the 
past five years.  I have the blessing of coordinating our RCIA ministry, and she coordinates the 
prayer ministry.  We hope that you and your family have remained safe and well during the 

pandemic and will continue to do so. 

The onset of this virus has brought 
with it new challenges.  As a faith 
community, we have experienced 
being separated from one another, 
and we were not able to receive the 
Holy Eucharist for nearly two months. 
Many of us have experienced higher 

levels of anxiety trying to do all we can to protect 
ourselves and our loved ones from getting the virus.  
How challenging it has been to Courageously Live the 
Gospel during these past months. 
 
Although most of us were much more home-bound 
than ever before, our parish has continued to 
function.  Father invited me to share with you a 
couple of examples of faith, hope and courage that we 
witnessed here at our parish during the last several 
months. 
 
The first story is about the four participants in our 
RCIA ministry.  Claire Obordo and I began meeting 
last fall with these adults who expressed interest in 
becoming Catholic.  Our weekly meetings were going 
well until the onset of the pandemic, at which time, 
we could no longer meet in person.   
 
Remember how you felt when you heard the news 
that we couldn’t go to Mass and receive the Eucharist?  
That was so hard, right?  As Catholics, we could lean 

on the strength of 
our faith knowing 
God would get us 
through.  But, for 
our RCIA group 
who was still 
building that 
foundation of 

faith, we were concerned that it may be even harder 
for them.  So, after the first two weeks of the 
shutdown, Father gave his approval for us to meet 
virtually through Zoom, which we have been doing 
since the end of March.   

I’d like to share with you a couple of comments from 
our participants about what this was like for them 
during this time.  The first one is from Jenifer McGrew 
who was received into full communion with the 
Church just a few weeks ago. 
 
She said, “Being able to continue 
RCIA through the pandemic has 
been so helpful. It helped with my 
anxiety and made me feel more 
connected to the parish and God. 
While we were in the shutdown 
time, I felt lost and disconnected 
from the church and our parish. I 
was so happy to be able to 
continue on and eventually finish 
with me being fully confirmed in 
the church. Without this group, I don't know if I would 
have made it in this pandemic. “ 
 
The second quote is from Gregg Stein, who is one of 
our catechumens and will be received into the Church 

next Easter.  He said, “I am grateful 
that Sacred Heart has enabled the 
RCIA group to continue our journey. 
This pandemic has presented some 
challenging and uncertain times.  
The continuation of this journey 
provided me a more sanguine 
outlook by allowing us to learn and 
pray together, ultimately keeping 

us connected to the parish and to God.” 
 
With the grace of God, two of the participants were 
recently received into the Church, and the other two 
remain strong in their commitment to enter the 
Church next year.   
 
The other story I’d like to share with you is about how 
our parish family has given witness to their faith, hope 
and courage through participating in the life of the 
Church in many different ways. 



• Some of our parish family have been able to return to Mass, coming during the week or on the weekends; and 
some have chosen to stop in during the day for private prayer. 

 

• Some have been able to continue with their financial support and some have 
donated cleaning supplies and hand sanitizers for use at the parish. 

 

• Laptops have been donated for our catechists to use in teaching 
religious education to our children so that it could be done both virtually and in-person. 
 

• Volunteers have given of their time to clean the Church after Mass. 
 

• Our prayer ministry team, which has over 30 parishioners, has 
continued praying for the many requests received during the last 
several months. 

 

• Professor Tommy Humphries has hosted online weekly gatherings on the Sunday 
Mass readings as another way to share the Gospel and connect with those who may 
not be able to come to Mass. 
 

• And lastly, you may not be aware of this, but our weekday Mass attendees offer the Rosary 
Monday through Friday for our parish family and our intentions.  We are so blessed to have 
such a giving and loving parish community here at Sacred Heart. 

 

Thanks be to God that Father Krzysztof has remained healthy during this pandemic so that we could have Mass 
every day and continue celebrating the sacraments.  He has continued to baptize children, hear confessions, 
anoint the sick, marry couples, and bury our deceased loved ones. 

 
 

 
Even though we may not have been able to come together to worship God and attend Mass in the same way as we 
used to, God has continued to sustain us.  Our parish has tried to maintain service and ministries to support our 
community within its means by God’s grace; by the direction, creativity and dedication of our pastor and parish 
staff; and, by the generous giving of time, talent and treasure by our parish family. 
 
Just as many families have taken time to re-evaluate their household budgets, we are being asked to do the same 
as a parish.  I invite you to join me in filling out the Faith, Hope & Courage commitment card.  On one side, we can 
make a commitment to pray for our parish, make a one-time gift if able, and to make or renew our offertory 
commitment to the parish, if we can.  On the other side of the card, please let the parish know how we can serve 
you.  If you didn’t receive a card in the mail, we have extra on 
hand at the back of the Church. 
 
I’d like to leave you with a quote from St. Gregory Nazianzen 
who said, “Give something, however small, to the one in need.  
For it is not small to one who has nothing.  Neither is it small to 
God, if we have given what we could.” 
 
May God bless you and all our parish family. 

Let us pray for our Sacred Heart Parish 
community, that we may all respond in faith, 

look to the future with hope and courageously 
commit ourselves to generously living the 
Gospel during these challenging times. 
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